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BRIEF MENTION 465 

The weakest side of the work is the entire absence of any historical criticism. 
Mark, to Dr. Allen, was a mere recorder of events, who was not even guided by any 
discoverable purpose in the selection of his material. There is nothing in the Gospel 
but accurate history; Peter was Mark's unfailing authority, and the various references 
to the Apostles' dulness are evidence of Peter's contrite memory (p. 22). The "veil- 
ing" theory of the parables in 4:11-12 is historic (pp. 70-80), although the tm in 4:12 
may be due to a mistranslation (but why did Mark happen to hit on this particular 
mistranslation?). The extraordinary command to silence in 5:43 may have been 
meant to secure "rest for the girl" (p. 92). There is no duplication of incidents in 
6:35 — 8:26 (p. 112), not even in the two accounts of the miraculous feedings. To 
suppose that chap. 13 contains anything not uttered by Jesus "is a serious indictment 
to bring against the author of the Second Gospel" (p. 173). The miracles all happened 
literally as described. And so on. With such a historical outlook it is not surprising 
to find the writer contending for a date ca. 40 a.d. (pp. 5-6). 

The most regrettable element in this reactionary attitude is that it is put forward 
as something quite obvious; there is no attempt to meet or even to state the objec- 
tions and difficulties that are familiar to every student of the Gospels. Unfortunately, 
obscurantism of this kind is symptomatic of a rather prominent movement in con- 
temporary English theology. 

B. S. E. 

Abbott, Edwin A. Christ's Miracles of Feeding. [Miscellanea Evangelica, 
II.] Cambridge: University Press; New York: Putnam, 1915. xii+ 
195 pages. $0.90. 

Dr. Abbott's monumental allegorical exposition of the Gospels pursues the even 
tenor of its way; the present pamphlet being an advance chapter of a forthcoming 
volume which will carry the reader almost halfway through Mar£. Dr. Abbott's 
thesis is that the miracles of feeding are to receive eucharistic interpretation of some 
kind, although his method makes a discovery of his attitude to the historic facts rather 
difficult. The style may be illustrated by the following comment on John 21:9 (p. 
167): "The meaning here may be that the 'coal fire' was 'laid' by the hand of God, 
the sign of that fiery trial through which the soul is to pass into communion with Him. 
This was a new revelation not given to the Five Thousand. They took the bread of 
the barley loaves and were filled with it as cattle with fodder. But this bread, or rather 
this one loaf, comes 'laid above' fire; and the fire itself is no ordinary one, but fire as 
from the altar in heaven, 'laid' by the hand of God." So St. Bernard might have 
spoken when addressing his monks. 

B. S. E. 

Praktische Bibelerkldrung. [VI. Reihe der Religionsgeschichtlichen Volks- 
bticher.] Herausgegeben von Karl Aner. 2. Aus dem Brief e des Paulus 
nach Rom. Verdeutscht und ausgelegt von Hans Bohlig. Pp. 56. 
M. o. 50- 3- Die Pastoralbriefe. Verdeutscht und ausgelegt von Franz 
Koehler. Pp.48. M. 0.50. 

A series of expositions of the popular and practical character which marks these 
two small volumes has within it the possibility of great usefulness. The desirability 
of placing in the hands of pastors, and others interested, interpretations of the New 



